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Media Release: 13 November 2010
Eric Bogle heads stellar line-up for Illawarra Folk Festival
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One of Australia’s favourite adopted musical sons Eric Bogle heads a star-studded lineup for the Illawarra Folk Festival at Bulli in January.

The Scottish-born singer-songwriter, whose anti-war song And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda is an Australian classic, heads a stellar line-up of more than 600 international, national and local performers for the state’s biggest folk festival.
More than 8000 music lovers are expected to converge on Bulli Showground at Slacky Flat when the Illawarra Folk Club presents its 26th annual festival from January 13-16.

Bogle with re-unite with his old friend Ted Egan for what will surely be a festival highlight, 23 years after they played at the 1988 Illawarra Folk Festival when it was at its previous home in Jamberoo.

“Eric Bogle is a true international icon of folk music, and it is wonderful to have him back at our festival,” festival artistic director David De Santi said. “Having Ted Egan on the same bill is a bonus. It means we will have two of Australia’s iconic folk music performers together in the Illawarra at the same time once again.”
Eric and Ted will be supported by a lineup of 130 plus artists containing some of the best contemporary and traditional folk performers from both Australia and overseas at the festival site’s 12 stages.
International acts include the great Swiss singer Bettina Schelker, the 11-piece Orkestra Del Sol from the UK, Senegalese Chosani Afrique, Sleepy Lou and George Mann from the US, Fay Blais and Jonathon Bob Lynn from Canada and Peter Baxter from Ireland.
There will be plenty of toe tapping and dancing with the ever popular Go Set and Handsome Young Strangers and, with the Sydney-based Pigs, Rough Red and Flash Jack from Queensland and the big sounds of the Barons of Tang and Sabrina and the Red Vans from Victoria.
Then of course there’s the singers with Tracey Bunn and Neil Murray from the Northern Territory, Ami Williamson, Martin Pearson, Graham Wilson and John Ralph from Western Australia and local legends, John Broomhall, Emma Hannah, Nick Rheinberger and Claire Roberts.
Local talent will be in abundance with Wongawilli, Riogh, Paul Greene, Zorba’s Kefi, Penny and the Mystics and many, many more. 
The poets will be led by Carol Heuchan and Peter Mace and there will be a huge dance program and a dedicated venue for children.
Mr De Santi said the program had been framed to provide a wide range of musical styles, while staying true to the festival’s folk music roots with projects such as the Folk Music Train from Sydney and the 2 day Folk Summer School.
The festival park is transformed into a mecca for food and craft stalls over the three days and the whole festival winds up with a colourful parade and a great finale concert on the Sunday night.
The festival as usual kicks off on Thursday night with the Lunch Italian Style, The Great Tripe Dinner Concert and Opening Charity Concert and Friday and Saturday evening will again feature a special Youth Folk Concert presenting over 20 up and coming folk artists.

Festival season tickets are now available, with a $30 saving if purchased before 3 December.  

Special Christmas Gift Vouchers are now available as well if you’re stuck for a unique present!

Children under 12 years of age are admitted free if accompanied by a paying adult. For further information or to purchase tickets go to www.illawarrafolkfestival.com.au or ph 1300 887 034.
FURTHER INFORMATION

Artistic Director: David De Santi, info@illawarrafolkclub.org.au tel: 0409 57 1788
Festival Chairperson and Illawarra Folk Club President: Russell Hannah, info@illawarrafolkclub.org.au tel: 02 4297 1777

Artist and Festival high resolution photographs available.

General festival photographs:
www.illawarrafolkfestival.com.au/page/GeneralFestivalImages 

2011 Illawarra Folk Festival Artists list
International Acts:

Bettina Schelker (SWITZ), Chosani Afrique (SENEGAL), George Mann (USA), Jonathan Bob Lynn (CAN), Orkestra Del Sol (UK), Sleepy Lou (USA), Faye Blais (CAN)

National Acts:

Eric Bogle (SA), Ted Egan (NT), A.J. Leonard’s Tropical Lounge (Vic), Ami Williamson, Andrew Vievers (Qld), Badja River Quartet, Black Joak Morris, Bob Campbell, Brian Bell, Brillig (SA), Buck & Deanne, Canberra Contra Club, Carol Heuchan, Cj Shaw, Cliona Molins, Dave De Hugard (Vic), Ecopella, Fiddlesticks (Qld), Get Folked, Innes and Present Company (Qld), Graham Wilson (WA), Grimick, Humbug (ACT), Jack Flash (Qld), John Dengate, John Ralph (WA), Junior (SA), Kate Delaney and Denis Tracey, Martin Pearson (Vic), Mean Feet Brass Band, Merrywether, Neil Murray (NT), Orange Blossom (Vic), Paul Greene & The Other Colors, Pave Leclair, Pete Denahy, Peter Baxter (Ire), Peter Ellis, Peter Mace, Queen Juanita and the Zydeco Cowboys (ACT), RAPT, Replay, Richard Perso, Roger Montgomery & John Angliss (WA), Rough Red (Qld), Ruby for Lucy, Sabrina & the Red Vans (Vic), Sacred Circus, Shanachie (Vic), Son Sabroso, Springtide, Sunas (Qld), TallaTango, The Barons of Tang (Vic), The Go Set (Vic), The Handsome Young Strangers, The Lucky Wonders, The Mutual Acquaintances, The Pigs, The Tea Ladies, The Tealeaves (Vic), Tracey Bunn (NT)

Locals Acts:

Alan Blackshaw, Alan Musgrove & His Watsname Band, Az-I Am, BeatMeisters, Bellydance Fusion, Big Erle, Chord-eaux, Cinnamon Twist Belly Dance, Circus WOW, Denis McKay, Denise Thomas, Elemental Groove, Emma Hannah and Silver River Band, Flamenco Fusion Dance and Drum, Funkier Than Alice, Gobsmacked 1!, Jane Aubourg, Janet Andrews, John Broomhall Trio, Kalalaya Dance Group, Ken Gates Harmonica, Kenny Bartley, King and Queen of Green, Lilli Pilli, Mitch Smith, Nick Rheinberger, No Such Thing, Once Upon a Song, Penny and the Mystics, Phyl Lobl, Riogh, Spirits of Serpentine Belly Dance, South of the Big Smoke, Southern Crane Kung Fu Chinese Lion Dancers, Stewart Holt, The Leisure Coasters, The Puddin' Eaters, The Scarlett O'Haras, Tia Wilson, Tribal Jewels Dance Company, Victor Girdlestone, Vivienne Sawyer, Voices of Africa, Wild Water, Wongawilli, Wongawilli Colonial Dancers, Woolli La La's, Zondrae King, Zorba's Kefi

Youth Acts

Bird Vs Cage, Cameron Mather, Claire Crighton, Felicity Yan & Friends, Hollow On The Lake, Joe Mungovan, Joshua, Mel and Ness, Olivia Heinlein, Paddy & Rosie Kelly, Paddy and the Wonderband, Rocking Horse, Shadow Folk, Sheena-na-gig, The Flat White Cats, Tilly Street, Tim Lukey, 24/8, Well Strung
